As Aussies it would be a shame if we could not recall the names
Of those who’d been the PM’s of Australia

How good it is for you and me to understand our history 

For lessons learned reduce the risk of failure

So Edmund Barton was the first – A Sydney man, in law well versed

And leader of the cause for Federation

He went as Judge to the High Court which saw young Alfred Deakin brought

Into the seat as leader of the Nation

This job for 6 months he retained and when John Watson took the reins
Was followed very closely by George Reid

But Alfred Deakin was not done, his party the election won

And twice more as PM he did succeed

Between these times you’ll be informed was Andrew Fisher, Scottish born

Who also served three times as number One.

He followed Deakin once again then Joseph Cook became the Man

And Fisher took the seat with War begun.

Then Billy Hughes the country led, A union member born and bred
But lost two referenda on Conscription

And Stanley Bruce of Anzac fame Australia’s 12th PM became

He’d fought at Anzac Cove with great distinction.

Next in the Seat Jim Scullin sat, a Labour man from Ballarat

And Joseph Lyons replaced him on the Stage
For two years with his party’s vision and then five more in Coalition

He died in Office replaced by Earl Page.

When Page retired then Menzies came and every Aussie knows his name
But in this troubled year of ‘41
Arthur Fadden took the lead – the budget could not be agreed

Which saw John Curtin move to Number One.

Now Curtin led us through the War and with a firm resolve he saw
Australian troops return to guard our land

His health was poor and also died in Office and the country cried

And Francis Forde for just a week did stand.
And then Ben Chifley came at last – a railway driver in the past

He led the land till 1949

From there we saw the great return of Robert Menzies who did earn
The world’s respect for leadership so fine.
As PM’s he’s our greatest one, with seven straight elections won

And led our land for two and sixteen years
Then Harold Holt the country led but soon we learned the PM’s dead

A mystery – the PM disappears
When Holt swam off to meet his maker John McEwen became Caretaker

Through Christmas and the New Year ‘68

John Gorton left his Senate seat and in Elections did compete

In War and Politics this man was great

John Gorton lead the country till his party leadership did spill

Which brought a man called Billy to the fore

McMahon had served since ’49 in Parliament and now his time

Had come to be PM for two years more.

And then Gough Whitlam hit the scene for years the ALP had been

Endeavouring to win this greatest prize

He led the country till John Kerr as Governor General did concur

To sack the government in ’75.
The sacking brought forth Malcolm Fraser to fill the gap and so this grazier

Did lead the land till 1983

And then Bob Hawke led Parliament he’d learned the ropes as President
Of Union Movements and the ALP 
He led for four successive terms but then the ALP confirms
Paul Keating as new leader of the Party

He led through harsh financial times as interest rates and ‘jobless’ climbs
Our nation’s strength was less than hale and hearty

Election loss in 96 brought Howard in to try to fix

The nation that had floundered in recession
John Howard after many years would finally receive the cheers
As 25th Prime Minister in succession
Four election wins have reckoned Howard as PM is second
Only to Bob Menzies length of service

Perhaps it was the GST that led to new prosperity

But then a man named Kevin made him nervous.

07 saw him taste defeat and even saw him lose his seat
And only Stanley Bruce had done the same
And Kevin Rudd now leads the land through crisis times of world demand
And where survival is the greatest Aim

Our PMs have served you and me for longer than a century
Through times of great success and times of failure

I pray that we all understand the greatness of our Southern land

And greatness of these men who’ve served Australia.

