The Annual Migration

Theres an annual migration that occurs across the nation

when families from Defence all pack their bags and move away.

It will start in late November and continue through December

with a second wave in January until Australia Day 

You might ask what is the cause - are they heading off to wars?

or is this a special exercise with Allied Coalition?

But its nothing that dramatic, they're not off to fight fanatics

All this moving round Australia  - its just in the job description!
Now some say this helps to build a Defence Force multi-skilled

when you master first one job and then continue further training

But it comes at a fair cost, and with the gains come loss

for this vast migration carries with it pressures that are draining

So whats foremost in your mind is the mammoth task to find

a place to live thats not too far from shops and work and schools.

Some nice homes are heaven sent, but more often one must rent

an apartment and put up with all the body corporate rules

So you check the internet with the hope that you might get

A place that for your rank and family size has been decreed

But the competition’s stiff for the nicer spots to live

And you never find you get exactly everything you need

Then the furniture you own just wont fit in this new home

and theres no spare space to store it so its sold in garage sales.

And your precious things get broken and the compensations token

with the process so exhausting your enthusiasm fails.

One big problem with our Nation is that childrens’ education

Is not standardised across the States and thus within our schools

Lots of families get quite wild when they realise their child

Is kept down a year because from State to State there’s different rules

There can be some good emotion when a posting’s 'on promotion'

And a new location helps one to develop their new trade

While some others get  excited when with family, reunited,

they have finally got the home support for which they've hoped and prayed.

Cause theres lots of isolation as you move around the nation

and its sometimes hard to start again to work to make new friends

And your children can be tearful, yes the little ones are fearful

when the list of all these changes that affect them never ends

Yes our families, with awareness, share an Aussie sense of fairness

For not everywhere you’re posted will be met with heartfelt cheers

While some places are to die for many others are an eyesore

but we all accept it evens out across the posting years.
But then things will settle down and you find your way around

and maybe when the cartons are unpacked theres room to spare

Then the chance is really great to get out - investigate!  

cause our Aussie towns are interesting with history everywhere!

Yes some families really treasure this great prospect of adventure

They take hold of every moment, they rejoice with each new day

And their children realise that laid out before their eyes

Is a challenge that invites them to taste life in every way

And so with the pain comes pleasure and with all the sighs comes treasure

for the good and bad are partners in most everything we do.
Then once in their new location they will bravely serve the nation

while still knowing it all starts again in just a year or two.

So we ask you to remember if you're out around December

And you see a lot of families from Defence all travelling round
That this annual migration of the ones who serve the Nation

Is all part of the big plan to keep Australia safe and sound!

