The Rich Young Ruler/Aristocrat Luke 18:15 – 30

United nations celebrations. United family celebrations.

Ecumenical celebrations. Inter service celebrations. New configurations of what it means to be family. New connections between individuals and groups.

The connection between the three teachings lies in the reference to families. There are some common themes relating to belonging, themes that are about service, about generosity, about the legal code, and about obedience. There is something about gospel also.

Indeed the following story refers to the blessing the disciples receive by leaving their families, their lifestyles, and following Jesus. Peter says, “Look! We have left our homes to follow you”. 

The Children are brought to Jesus. We do not know the motivation of the parents. The disciples push away the parents and children. We do not know the  motivation of the disciples. 

We do know that Jesus said it was alright. He made the children and families welcome. He embraced the children. He suggested we become like children if we wish to enter his kingdom.

This leads on naturally to the next interaction of Jesus with a member or representative of one of the leading Jewish families.

The motivation of the rich young man is genuine. He seeks eternal life. Perhaps he believes that there may be a connection between this world and the next. So he engages Jesus in conversation.

Jesus does not engage the young man at the level he initiates. He seems to have all the answers. At least on the level of legal discussion.

Instead Jesus lifts the conversation to another level.

Jesus seems to be challenging the young man’s lifestyle, not necessarily his obedience to the legal code.

Jesus challenges him to give to the poor and the needy. The things he owned did not belong to him anyway. They are on loan to him. Things we have are on loan to us. Like currency we have to keep them circulating.

The response of the young man was some sadness and depression. This may indicate that he was not following in the path God chose for him to travel. 

He needed a sense of humour so that he could laugh at his possessions and himself. If he could do this he could distance himself from his possessions. Perhaps he was possessed by his possessions. He possessed his possessions and they possessed him.

What was Jesus intimating at here? I believe that he was indicating that the rich aristocrats were there to serve their people, especially the poor and needy.

Jesus is then introducing a new level of understanding the code. The code not only to one’s salvation, and good conduct in living one’s life. But the connectedness with and to others.

This is an indication that we are members of a wider family. 

The new code is the code of generosity. In this case it might have meant that the rich aristocrat gives from his richness. That he become a generous man.

 The law that Jesus spoke about is the law of generosity. He spoke of the gospel and also of the generosity of the gospel.

The gospel speaks a code but it also penetrates our lifestyle.

The law in this sense is a means to an end, and not an end in itself.

We can give from the richness of our experience. Giving that little bit more. That what makes us special. We give from our accumulated experience and knowledge.

· Circulate the richness from our experience. Word of encouragement.

· Circulate the things we own. Or the things that own us.

· Circulate our ideas. New ideas.

· Circulate and reform new understandings of what it means to be family.

