Lord we ask your blessing as tonight we share a meal

Your blessing Lord to give our hearts encouragement and zeal

From all around Australia Lord are gathered at these tables

Cadets who’ve vowed to live their lives as best as they are able

From Navy and from Army and from Air Force too they’ve come

And each convinced with fierce pride their Service is the one

That best equips Australia’s youth as leaders of the land

With qualities and character perennially in demand

Yes Lord our youth’s development is our appointed goal

To guide cadets to grow in spirit, body mind and soul

To help them grow in courage and to work within a team

To challenge them to be their best and strive towards their dreams

To help them show initiative, to learn from what they’ve done

Ensuring an environment that’s safe as well as fun

With many skills and challenges still waiting to be tried

Defence cadets have shown themselves to be our nations pride

So here within this Forum Lord we pray your special blessing

And give insight and wisdom to the issues we’re addressing

Guide our conversations that good outcomes may arrive

And help us form strong friendships that will last us all our lives

Then as we all return to our communities and homes

Occasionally to friendships formed our thoughts will softly roam

And then we’ll be reminded that throughout our wondrous land

Australias young defence cadets together proudly stand.

